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PREFACE

The Division of Statistics, FSM Department of Economic Affairs, is the primary statistical arm of the government, which prepares for and conducts periodic censuses of population and housing.  It also conducts surveys and research on various aspects of socio-economic conditions including national accounts, labor and employment and price situations in the country for the use of the government and the public.  It also collects and processes data for statistical purposes from various offices and agencies of the government.  More importantly, it enforces and carries out the provision of the FSM Public Law 5-77 in all statistical activities.

As demand for timely and reliable census of population and housing data increased, it was decided to conduct another census count in the year 2000.  The previous censuses of the FSM were conducted in 1994.  The planning and preparation phases of the 2000 FSM Census of Population and Housing were conducted in 1999 mostly by the staff within the FSM Division of Statistics and its Branch Offices in the four states.  The 2000 Census was the second to be organized and conducted at one point in time; therefore data from the two censuses are comparable.  The third FSM Census of Population and Housing will be conducted by the year 2010.

During the 2000 Census, technical supports were received from the United States Bureau of the Census (USBC), International Programs Center, and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC).  From the USBC, Dr. Michael Levin participated in the preparation phase until the final review of the census product.  From SPC, Mrs. Vilimaina Rakaseta involved with the analysis phase.  The Government of the FSM funded the 2000 Census with support from the United States Government.  The FSM Congress appropriated $500,000 for the project and the United State Government through U.S. Office of the Insular Affairs provided in-kind contributions. 

The actual enumeration was conducted from April 1 to 17, 2000.  The field staff consisted of 5 field supervisors and 27 field enumerators.  Those with a good fieldwork record were hired for the preliminary review, coding and keying operation.  There were six editors and coders recruited to edit and code the remaining variables not covered during the preliminary process and they were retained and trained as computer operators.  The Division of Statistics staff and State Field Supervisors coordinated the write up of the census analytical report.  The experts from USBC assisted in the review process and made comments on the reports.  The Kosrae State Census Report is consistent with National Census Report, but detailed analysis is made primarily at the municipality level, therefore these two reports are comparable.

The actual enumeration was conducted from April 1 to 17, 2000.  The field staff consisted of 5 Supervisors and 32 Enumerators.  Those with good fieldwork record were hired for the preliminary review, coding and keying operation.  There were 6 editors and coders recruited to edit and code the remaining variables not covered during the preliminary process and these were trained and trained as computer operators.  Text tables were designed for the preparation of the analytical report.  The Division of Statistics staff and State Field Supervisors coordinated the write up of the census analytical reports for the FSM as well as for Kosrae State.  It was agreed that Kosrae State Census report would basically adopt the format used in the National Census Report, but detailed to the municipal level for consistency and comparison purposes.

It is important to thank many individuals that were directly involved and dedicated their efforts to the 2000 FSM Census project.  Mr. Tilson Kephas was responsible for programming and supervising the data processing and production of the tables.  Ms. Brihmer Johnson, Ms. Itorie Amond and Mr. Joston Edmond were dedicated workers in their assignments and Mrs. Alice Bridge Ehmes played a key role in the final report writing.  Mr. Stoney Taulung was responsible for the coordination of the state field activity with assistance from Mr. Joston Edmond and Mr. Yosiro Anton.  Mrs. Marsellie Obed who was responsible for the administrative work of the project, and Mr. Glenn Mckinlay who currently serves as the Statistics Advisor, whose services are funded by the Australian Aid for International Development, and provided tremendous work during the final phase of the project.  The individuals involved in the 2000 Census Project are permanent staff of the Statistics Division.  This project would not have been possible without these individuals’ contributions.

I also wish to extend a special appreciation to Dr. Michael Levin from the USBC, International Program Center, who has contributed a lot to the 1994 and 2000 FSM Censuses.  The type of support given by Dr. Levin is superb and hopefully the good working relationship will be continued in future statistical activities.

The 2000 FSM Census project provided a wealth of information needed to monitor and evaluate many aspects of the progress in the FSM.  Such a project can only be conducted occasionally.   The questionnaire, operations and presentation of the 2000 Census were kept consistent with the 1994 to ensure that the 2000 information can be compared directly with the 1994 Census.  Together, these two censuses provide a comprehensive record of changes that are occurring in our country at this time.  It is a rarity for a Pacific Island country to have two consistent and comprehensive censuses conducted so close together in time.  It is also the second for the FSM and we have worked on this project and hope that the information will be useful to our state.

Once again, the Division of Statistics, FSM Department of Economic Affairs wishes to express its appreciation to everyone who contributed information to the 2000 Kosrae State Census project.  Special thanks are also extended to the staff within the Statistics Office, Kosrae Branch within the SM Department of Economic Affairs for their hard work and dedication in making this report possible.

Thank you.
Eneriko Suldan

Assistant Secretary
Division of Statistics

FSM Department of Economic Affairs 
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