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CHAPTER 3

HOUSEHOLDS, FAMILIES, AND MARITAL STATUS

Introduction

This chapter presents a summary of analysis on size and composition of households and families in the nation.  The household and family structures in the FSM, in most cases, are similar . The determination factor for household is sharing meals by a group of people living together. But for family, the determining factor is relationship by blood, marriage, or adoption. In the FSM, most people live together because they are related. Households with unrelated members are usually found in the town centers where unrelated people may share housing for financial or other reasons. The data from the 1973, 1994 and the 2000 Censuses are used in this chapter to examine the changes in household and family structure in the FSM after nearly three decades.

Since marital status affects the household and family structure it is included in this chapter. As married couples tend to have their own family, more marriages are likely to increase the number of households and families in the nation. The data on marital status provided in this chapter examine the change in the marital status and the effects on the demographic and other socio-cultural patterns.

Definitions

Household Type and Relationship

Question 2 on the 2000 Census questionnaire asked for relationship of every household member to the householder. The major relationships were: householder, husband/wife, natural son/daughter, adopted son/daughter, brother/sister, father/mother, other relative, and non-relative. The other relative category was later re-coded to include son/daughter in-law, father/mother in-law, brother/sister in-law, niece/nephew, grandparent, uncle/aunt, and cousin.

Household was defined during the census as a person or a group of people living together in a housing unit and sharing meals together. These people did not need to be related but as long as they shared their meals, they were considered a household for census purposes. A housing unit was a house, apartment, mobile home, group of rooms, or single room that was occupied as a separate living quarter.  A unit may have had more than one household if the occupants did not share their meals together.

There were two types of living quarters used in the census: regular household and group quarters. Regular households were those where the occupants may have been a single family, one person living alone, two or more families living together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who shared living arrangements.  Group quarters were those places where people either lived or stayed other than their usual house or apartment such as schools, hotels or motels, hospitals, prisons, etc.

Persons per household were obtained by dividing the number of persons in households by the number of households (or householders).

Persons per family were obtained by dividing the number of persons in family households (households where two or more members were related to the householder) by the number of family households.

Householder and relationship to householder were defined as follows:

Householder -- the person (or one of the persons) in whose name the home was owned, being bought, or rented and who was listed as person number 1 on the census questionnaire. If there was no such person in the household, any adult household member 15 years old and over could be designated as the householder.

Husband/wife -- a person married to and living with a householder. This category included persons in formal marriages, as well as custom marriages.

Natural-born son/daughter --sons or daughters of the householder by birth, regardless of the age and marital status.

Adopted son/daughter --sons or daughters of the householder by legal adoption, regardless of the age of the child.

Brother/sister --the brother or sister of the householder, including step-brothers and step-sisters as well as adopted brothers and sisters.

Father/mother --parents of the householder by birth, step-parents, and parents of adoption excluding parents-in-law.

Other relative -- a person who was related to the householder by blood, marriage, or adoption. (In-laws, nephews, aunts, cousins, grandparents and so forth).

Non-relative --a person who was not related by blood, marriage, or adoption to the householder or who cannot be described by the categories given.

Marital Status

Question 5 asked for marital status of all residents. However, data were tabulated for persons aged 15 years and older. The marital status referred to the status at the time of enumeration. Traditional marriages were classified under now married.

The five marital categories were: never married, now married, widowed, divorced, and separated. They are defined below:

Never married -- persons who never had been married, including persons whose only marriages were annulled.

Now married -- all persons whose current marriage had not ended by widowhood or divorce. Regardless of whether his or her spouse was living in the household unless they were separated.

Widowed --person whose spouse had died.

Divorced --person who had legally divorced his or her spouse.

Separated --persons legally separated or otherwise absent from their spouse because of marital discord. Included were persons who had been deserted or who had parted because they no longer wanted to live together but who had not obtained a divorce.

When a person did not report his or her marital status, the marital status was imputed  according to the relationship to the householder and sex and age of the person.

Limitations and Comparability: The results from the 1973 and 1994 Censuses are used in the 2000 FSM Census analysis because the data are comparable.

Analysis of Data on Households and Marital Status 

Households (and Families)

Table 3.1 shows the type of living quarters in the FSM from 1973 to 1994 and then to 2000.  Over nearly 30 years, the population increased from 62,846 (1973) to 105,506 (1994) and to 107,008 (2000).  Between 1973 and 1994, the population increased by 68 percent or 42,660 persons, while between 1994 and 2000, it grew slightly by just 1 percent or 1,502 persons. 

As the total number of persons grew in the FSM, the number of people living in the regular households increased as well.  Thus, the proportion of people living in regular households slowly increased from 96 percent in 1973 to 98 percent in 1994 to 99 percent in 2000.  The proportion of persons in group quarters, on the other hand, decreased from 4 percent in 1973  to about less than 2 percent in 1994 and 2000.  

For 1994 and 2000, the average household size for the FSM was about 6.8 persons, a  decrease from 7.3 in 1973.  The average family size  decreased from 7.3 persons per family in 1973  to 7.0 persons in 2000.

	Table 3.1. Type of Living Quarters, FSM: 1973-2000
	
	

	Living Quarters
	1973
	1994
	2000

	     Total Persons
	62,846
	105,506
	107,008

	In Regular Households
	60,081
	103,544
	105,651

	   Percents
	95.6
	98.1
	98.7

	In Group Quarters
	2,765
	1,962
	1,357

	   Percents
	4.4
	1.9
	1.3

	Persons per Household
	7.2
	6.8
	6.7

	Persons per Family
	7.3
	7.1
	7.0

	Source: 1973 TTPI Census, Table T3; 1994 FSM Census, Table P14; 2000 FSM Census, Table P2-2.
	


Table 3.2 shows the relationship of the household members to the householder. This table and the next two (Tables 3.3 & 3.4) excluded those people living in group quarters .  In 2000, almost half (47 percent) of the persons enumerated were children of householders, as opposed to 56 percent in 1994.  

The composition of the FSM households has changed over the past three decades.  There was a decrease in the proportion of ‘children of householders’ as a result of factors such as decline in fertility rates (less children per household) plus more children moving out to establish their own households or migrating overseas for employment or schooling.  Also, there was an increase of ‘other relative’ persons as more people moved to extended family households for many reasons including the convenience of traveling to and from school or work. 

	Table 3.2. Household Composition, FSM: 1973-2000
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Number
	
	
	
	Percent
	

	Relationship to Household
	1973
	1994
	2000
	
	1973
	1994
	2000

	     Regular households
	                    60,081 
	                  103,544 
	                  105,651 
	
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	Householder
	                      8,626 
	                    15,231 
	                    15,723 
	
	14.4
	14.7
	14.9

	Spouse
	                      6,480 
	                    11,415 
	                    11,604 
	
	10.8
	11.0
	11.0

	Child
	                    27,463 
	                    57,546 
	                    49,808 
	
	45.7
	55.6
	47.1

	Other relative
	                    16,411 
	                    18,572 
	                    27,569 
	
	27.3
	17.9
	26.1

	Non-relative
	                      1,101 
	                         780 
	                         947 
	
	1.8
	0.8
	0.9

	Source: 1973 TTPI Census, Table T3; 1994 FSM Census Table P14; 2000 FSM Census, Table P2-2.
	
	
	
	


Table 3.3 shows  household composition in the FSM by state between 1994 and 2000.  The number of household members increased but the proportion fluctuated in the states.    For example, the percentage of householders and spouses increased  in all the states except in Chuuk.   The proportion of natural children born by householders and spouse dramatically fell in all the states, while the proportion of other relatives increased.  Chuuk still had the highest proportion of natural children, followed by Kosrae, Pohnpei and then Yap.  

	Table 3.3. Household Composition by State, FSM: 1994 and 2000. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1994
	
	2000

	
	
	Total
	House-
	
	Natural
	Other
	Non-
	
	
	Total
	House-
	
	Natural
	Other
	Non-

	State
	Total
	Percent
	holder
	Spouse
	Child
	Relative
	Relative
	Total
	Percent
	holder
	Spouse
	Child
	Relative
	Relative

	     Total
	103,544
	100.0
	14.7
	11.0
	55.6
	17.9
	0.8
	
	    105,651 
	100.0
	14.9
	        11.0 
	        47.1 
	        26.1 
	0.9

	Yap
	10,648
	100.0
	18.1
	11.7
	45.3
	23.4
	1.4
	
	      10,832 
	100.0
	18.7
	12.0
	        40.8 
	        27.2 
	1.2

	Chuuk
	52,715
	100.0
	13.4
	10.2
	59.6
	16.5
	0.3
	
	      53,264 
	100.0
	13.1
	9.9
	        50.3 
	        26.1 
	0.6

	Pohnpei
	33,197
	100.0
	16.0
	12.0
	52.2
	18.6
	1.3
	
	      33,940 
	100.0
	16.6
	12.3
	        44.3 
	        25.7 
	1.2

	Kosrae
	6,984
	100.0
	13.8
	11.5
	57.0
	17.0
	0.7
	
	         7,615 
	100.0
	14.3
	11.1
	        46.8 
	        26.3 
	1.5

	Source: 1994 FSM Census, Table P14; 2000 FSM Census, Table P2-2.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 3.4. presents a breakdown by state on the number of persons living in households, total number of households, the household size, and the number of households with 10 or more persons, excluding persons living in group quarters.  Chuuk had the most households with 10 or more persons and persons per household, Kosrae had the second highest, and Yap had the least . Although Pohnpei had the second highest number of households, the household size and proportion of household with 10 or more persons were below the national average.

	Table 3.4.  Persons per Household by State, FSM: 1994 and 2000.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1994
	
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	Households with 
	
	
	
	
	
	Households with 

	Usual 
	
	House-
	Person per
	
	10 or more persons
	
	House-
	Person per
	
	10 or more persons

	Residence
	 Persons
	holds
	household
	
	Number
	Percent
	
	Persons
	holds
	household
	
	Number
	Percent

	     Total
	103,544
	15,230
	              6.8 
	
	3,136
	20.6
	
	    105,651 
	   15,723 
	6.7
	
	3,158
	21.0

	Yap
	10,648
	1,925
	              5.5 
	
	192
	10.0
	
	      10,832 
	     2,030 
	5.3
	
	190
	10.3

	Chuuk
	52,715
	7,043
	              7.5 
	
	1,865
	26.5
	
	      53,264 
	     6,976 
	7.6
	
	1,994
	29.4

	Pohnpei
	33,197
	5,298
	              6.3 
	
	861
	16.3
	
	      33,940 
	     5,630 
	6.0
	
	756
	14.2

	Kosrae
	6,984
	964
	              7.2 
	
	218
	22.6
	
	         7,615 
	     1,087 
	7.0
	
	218
	20.7

	Source:     1994 FSM Census, Table P15; 2000 FSM Census, Table P2-2.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Marital Status 

Table 3.5 compares marital status for 1973, 1994 and 2000 Censuses. In the 2000 Census, the proportion of ‘never married’ persons in FSM was  about 2 percent higher than 1994 and  8 percent higher than 1973. The proportion of ‘now married’ persons decreased from  60 percent in 1973, to 54 percent in 1994 and  52 percent in 2000.  The proportion of persons separated/divorced increased slightly while the population widowed decreased slightly between 1973 and 2000.  

The proportion  of ‘never married’ persons for both sexes increased, while ‘now-married’ decreased, possibly due to many factors including changing attitudes towards marriage and delay caused by schooling among the younger generation.  The proportion of ‘separated and divorced’ persons for both sexes in 1994 and 2000 slightly increased .  During these periods, the percentage  widowed remained at 2 percent, while the proportion for widows grew slightly  from 7.4 to 7.7 percent.  

	Table 3.5. Marital Status for Aged 15 Years and Over by Sex, FSM: 1973-2000
	
	
	

	Marital status
	
	1973
	
	1994
	
	2000

	     Total
	
	27,944
	
	59,573
	
	                                   63,836 

	     Percent
	
	100.0
	
	100.0
	
	100.0

	Never married
	
	31.6
	
	37.9
	
	39.5

	Now married
	
	59.7
	
	54.0
	
	52.2

	Separated/divorced
	
	2.9
	
	3.4
	
	3.4

	Widowed
	
	5.8
	
	4.7
	
	4.8

	     Males
	
	14,015
	
	30,127
	
	                                   31,821 

	     Percent
	
	100.0
	
	100.0
	
	100.0

	Never married
	
	36.3
	
	41.2
	
	43.0

	Now married
	
	58.4
	
	54.3
	
	52.6

	Separated/divorced
	
	2.4
	
	2.5
	
	2.4

	Widowed
	
	3.0
	
	2.0
	
	2.0

	     Females
	
	13,929
	
	29,446
	
	                                   32,015 

	     Percent
	
	100.0
	
	100.0
	
	100.0

	Never married
	
	26.9
	
	34.6
	
	36.1

	Now married
	
	61.0
	
	53.7
	
	51.8

	Separated/divorced
	
	3.4
	
	4.3
	
	4.4

	Widowed
	
	8.6
	
	7.4
	
	7.7

	Source:  1973 TTPI Census, Table T5; 1994 FSM Census, Table P22; 2000 FSM Census,  Table P2-10
	
	
	
	


Table 3.6 compares  marital status in the four states broken down by sex for the 1994 and 2000 Censuses.   The  pattern found among the states was quite similar  to the national pattern, where  the proportion of ‘never married’ increased, while ‘now married’ decreased.  In Chuuk the proportion of ‘never been married’ increased from 39 percent in 1994 to  42 percent in 2000.  This pattern is also found among the other three states.   Surprisingly, the rate of separation and divorce between 1994 and 2000 were most noticeable in Kosrae for both sexes,  at a faster rate.

	Table 3.6. Marital Status of Persons Age 15 Years and Over by State and Sex, FSM: 1994 and 2000. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	1994
	
	2000

	
	
	
	
	Never
	Now
	Separated/
	
	
	
	
	Never
	Now
	Separated/
	

	State and Sex
	Total
	Percent
	Married
	Married
	Divorced
	Widowed
	Total
	Percent
	Married
	Married
	Divorced
	Widowed

	     Total
	
	59,573
	100.0
	37.9
	54.0
	3.4
	4.7
	
	63,836
	100.0
	39.5
	52.3
	3.4
	4.8

	Yap
	
	6,754
	100.0
	37.8
	50.6
	5.1
	6.5
	
	7,153
	100.0
	38.5
	50.0
	5.0
	6.5

	Chuuk
	
	29,068
	100.0
	39.2
	52.4
	3.6
	4.9
	
	31,587
	100.0
	41.9
	49.7
	3.7
	4.7

	Pohnpei
	
	19,500
	100.0
	36.4
	56.7
	3.0
	3.9
	
	20,468
	100.0
	36.1
	56.4
	2.9
	4.6

	Kosrae
	
	4,251
	100.0
	36.8
	58.2
	1.2
	3.8
	
	4,628
	100.0
	40.1
	53.8
	1.6
	4.5

	     Males
	
	30,127
	100.0
	41.2
	54.3
	2.5
	2.0
	
	31,821
	100.0
	43.0
	52.6
	2.4
	2.0

	Yap
	
	3,254
	100.0
	39.0
	53.6
	4.5
	2.8
	
	3,408
	100.0
	40.3
	52.9
	4.1
	2.7

	Chuuk
	
	14,687
	100.0
	43.5
	52.1
	2.3
	2.0
	
	15,782
	100.0
	45.9
	49.9
	2.3
	1.9

	Pohnpei
	
	9,954
	100.0
	39.4
	56.4
	2.5
	1.7
	
	10,355
	100.0
	39.5
	56.2
	2.3
	2.0

	Kosrae
	
	2,232
	100.0
	36.9
	60.1
	1.1
	1.8
	
	2,276
	100.0
	42.9
	54.0
	1.4
	1.7

	     Females
	
	29,446
	100.0
	34.6
	53.7
	4.3
	7.4
	
	32,015
	100.0
	36.1
	51.8
	4.4
	7.7

	Yap
	
	3,500
	100.0
	36.7
	47.8
	5.6
	9.9
	
	3,745
	100.0
	36.9
	47.5
	5.8
	9.8

	Chuuk
	
	14,381
	100.0
	34.7
	52.6
	4.9
	7.8
	
	15,805
	100.0
	37.8
	49.5
	5.1
	7.6

	Pohnpei
	
	9,546
	100.0
	33.3
	56.9
	3.6
	6.2
	
	10,113
	100.0
	32.7
	56.6
	3.5
	7.2

	Kosrae
	
	2,019
	100.0
	36.6
	56.0
	1.3
	6.0
	
	2,352
	100.0
	37.5
	53.5
	1.9
	7.1

	Source:   1994 FSM Census, Table P22; 2000 FSM Census, Table P2-10.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 3.7 shows the Singulate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM) for the FSM in 1973, 1994 and 2000. The SMAM is determined from the distribution of ‘never married’ people, and is the point where half are married. The upward movement of the SMAM since 1973  showed that the FSM population at age 15 and over was getting married later in life than before.  This applied for both males and females for all the states and the nation.  The SMAM for the FSM  moved  from 23 in 1973 to 26 years in 2000.  On a national level, both sexes  were entering their first marriage at a later age than before; 1973 SMAM female (22) and  male (24), 2000 SMAM female (25) and male (27).  By state, the SMAM for males in Kosrae  increased from 22 years of age in 1973 to 29 years of age in 2000 making it the highest in the nation, followed by Yap and Chuuk ( both at 28) and Pohnpei (26).  The SMAM for females throughout the states  also increased,  allowing the age to move closer to males’ SMAM from 27 years ago, where the gap  was much wider.  

	Table 3.7. Singulate Mean Age at Marriage, FSM: 1973-2000
	
	

	State
	1973
	1994
	2000

	     Total
	22.8
	25.4
	26.3

	Yap
	22.3
	26.7
	26.7

	Chuuk
	24.0
	27.8
	26.9

	Pohnpei
	22.1
	24.4
	25.0

	Kosrae
	22.3
	26.1
	27.1

	     Males
	24.2
	26.6
	27.4

	Yap
	23.7
	27.6
	27.6

	Chuuk
	24.2
	26.9
	28.1

	Pohnpei
	23.2
	25.5
	26.0

	Kosrae
	21.7
	27.2
	28.6

	     Females
	21.5
	24.2
	25.2

	Yap
	21.1
	25.5
	25.9

	Chuuk
	21.3
	24.6
	25.8

	Pohnpei
	21.0
	23.2
	24.0

	Kosrae
	23.0
	24.9
	25.7

	Source :  1973 TTPI Census, Table T5. 1994 FSM Census, Table P22; 2000 FSM Census, Table P2-10.
	


Conclusion

The average household size in the FSM remained at about 7  over the last three decades.  However, the household composition changed. For instance, the proportion of natural children decreased while that of  other relatives  increased. This suggested that more children were moving out of the household to establish their own or have gone overseas for school or employment, and that more ‘other’ relatives were moving to extended households for many reasons including the convenience to get to and from school or work.  The marital characteristics across the nation have changed as well, showing a general pattern of postponing marriage to a later age because of schooling among the population 15 years of age and over.  The proportion of separated and divorced persons have slightly increased while the proportion widowed relatively remained the same.  
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