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CHAPTER 7

RELIGION, ETHNICITY, AND LANGUAGE
Introduction
In the FSM, religion-related organizations, like youth programs, play an important role in the community, making data on religion necessary for planning purposes. The data provided in this chapter showed that there were two major religious affiliations: Roman Catholic and Protestant.  There were several sects under the Protestant in which Congregational was the largest group. The Protestant first came to Micronesia in 1852, beginning work on Pohnpei and Kosrae, and soon afterwards expanding to Chuuk. Although the mission sending organization was interdenominational, most of the missionaries represented the Congregational Church.  The Roman Catholics arrived later, beginning their work in Yap in 1886 and Pohnpei, a year later. In the early 20th century, a German Liebenzell missionary began work in the area, eventually moving to Yap. From the 1960's on, other religions entered the area – Seventh-Day Adventist (SDA), Assembly of God, Baptist, Jehovah Witnesses, Latter Day Saints (LDS), and Bahai. (Hezel, 1983).  Few cases of traditional religion continue to exist in Yap in 1994 and 2000 but in this chapter were combined with the other religions.

Data on ethnicity are useful in planning processes and social research. The summary of the data collected on ethnicity during the 1994 and 2000 Censuses is also presented in this chapter.  Regardless of recent immigrants into the FSM, the major ethnic groups, which existed thirty years ago in the FSM, still remain. The largest foreign (non-local) ethnic groups in the FSM were the Whites and Asians, mostly Filipinos and Chinese. The White encompasses persons from Europe, United States (U.S.), Australia, and New Zealand.  Ethnicity is generally reflected in language.

Each FSM State has its own language with various other dialects. In FSM’s history, different second languages were taught in schools depending on the administering country. During the Japanese Administration (from 1914 to 1945), Japanese was used as the common language in schools, offices, etc. When the U.S. took over at the end of the World War II, English became the main language for communication.   Currently, the medium of official communication at the government offices and in the private sectors is usually English. The local languages are mainly used at home and in the communities. 
Definitions

Religion

For census purposes, religion is defined as a religious or spiritual belief or preference, regardless of whether or not this belief is represented by an organized group. Information regarding religious affiliation for all persons in the 2000 Census was collected by questionnaire item 7. The TTPI Census in 1973 and the 1994 and the 2000 FSM Censuses included a question on religion and the data are compared in this chapter. 

Ethnicity

Data on different ethnicities in the FSM were collected in the 2000 Census by questionnaire item 6. Ethnic identity of a person is traced through his/her tribal origin. Respondents had an option of reporting up to two ethnic groups that they belonged to. Some of the common ethnicities were Chuukese/Mortlockese, Yapese, Outer Island Yapese, Pohnpeian, and Kosraean.

Language

Data on language spoken at home came from answers to questionnaire items 15a and 15b. These questions were only asked of person’s 5 years and over. For those persons that spoke more than 3 languages, they were only to provide the three most common ones in question 15a while in question 15b they were to provide the language that they usually spoke at home. 

Analysis of Data on Religion, Ethnicity, and Language
Religion

The first 3 tables in this chapter provide data on religions.  Only three censuses (1973, 1994 and 2000) asked about religion, and the results are compared in Table 7.1.  Although new religions were introduced after the 1973 Census, the majority of the population remained either Roman Catholic or Protestant.

The proportion of Roman Catholics increased slightly for each sex while the proportion of Protestants has decreased over the decades. In absolute numbers, both religions have increased. In 2000, over 6 percent of the population claimed to have "other religion", increasing from 5 percent in 1994.  Since 1973, more or less  of a percent of the total population either refused to claim their religion or had no religion.  

	Table 7.1  Religion by Sex, FSM: 1973, 1994 and 2000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1973
	
	1994
	
	2000

	Religion
	Total
	Male
	Female
	
	Total
	Male
	Female
	
	Total
	Male
	Female

	     Total
	62,731
	32,128
	30,603
	
	105,506
	53,924
	51,582
	
	107,008
	54,191
	52,817

	     Percent
	100.0
	100.0
	100.6
	
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	
	            100.0 
	            100.0 
	            100.0 

	Roman Catholic
	50.0
	49.7
	50.4
	
	52.7
	52.8
	52.5
	
	               52.7 
	               52.8 
	               52.6 

	Protestant
	47.4
	47.4
	47.4
	
	40.9
	40.5
	41.3
	
	               40.1 
	               39.9 
	               40.2 

	Other Religion
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	
	5.4
	5.4
	5.4
	
	                 6.5 
	                 6.6 
	                 6.4 

	Refused/No religion
	1.5
	1.8
	1.2
	
	1.1
	1.3
	0.8
	
	                 0.8 
	                 0.8 
	                 0.8 

	Sources:   1973 TTPI, Table T11; 1994 FSM Census, Table P22.; 2000 FSM Census, Table P2-10.
	
	
	
	
	


Table 7.2 further shows that the distribution pattern of the religion data slightly changed between 1994 and 2000.  More Roman Catholics than Protestants were in all the states except in the State of Kosrae.  In 2000, the majority (83 percent) of Yap population was Roman Catholics while only about 4 percent were Protestants.  In Kosrae, the picture was reversed. The majority, or 89 percent of the population was Protestant while only 2 percent were Roman Catholics. In Chuuk and Pohnpei, distributions were about equal between Roman Catholic and the rest of the religions.  The highest proportion that refused to answer or reported no religion was found in Yap at about 6 percent.  Additionally, the proportion of Protestants in Pohnpei had decreased indicating that perhaps people have converted to other denominations, which showed gradual increase.

	Table 7.2. Religion by State, FSM: 1994 and 2000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1994
	
	2000

	Religion
	     Total
	Yap
	Chuuk
	Pohnpei
	Kosrae
	
	     Total
	Yap
	Chuuk
	Pohnpei
	Kosrae

	     Total
	105,506
	11,178
	53,319
	33,692
	7,317
	
	107,008
	11,241
	53,595
	34,486
	7,686

	     Percent
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100

	Roman Catholic
	52.7
	84.3
	53.2
	52.4
	1.9
	
	52.7
	83.3
	53.0
	53.5
	              1.8 

	Congregational
	40.9
	4.1
	42.1
	40.8
	88.8
	
	40.1
	3.4
	43.1
	36.5
	           89.1 

	Baptist
	1.0
	0.4
	0.6
	1.8
	1.1
	
	0.9
	0.3
	0.4
	1.8
	              1.6 

	Seventh-Day Adventist
	0.5
	0.3
	0.3
	1.1
	0.7
	
	0.7
	0.7
	0.3
	1.2
	              1.5 

	Latter Day Saints (Mormon)
	1.1
	1.0
	0.8
	1.3
	2.1
	
	1.0
	1.1
	0.7
	1.4
	              2.2 

	Other Religion
	2.6
	3.8
	2.9
	2.2
	2.9
	
	3.8
	5.5
	2.5
	5.3
	              3.6 

	Refused/No Religion
	1.1
	6.0
	0.2
	0.5
	2.4
	
	0.8
	5.7
	…
	0.3
	              0.2 

	Source:  1994 FSM Census, Table P22; 2000 FSM Census, Table  P2-10.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 7.3 indicates that the distribution of religion across the age groups was relatively even, while the distribution by type of religion was uneven for 1994 and 2000.  Both censuses showed that the religion in the FSM was mostly Roman Catholic (over 52 percent) followed by about 43 percent Protestant, and about 4 percent for ‘other’.    

	Table 7.3 Religion by Age Group, FSM: 1994 and 2000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1994
	
	2000

	Religion
	Total
	0-14
	15-34
	35-64
	65+
	
	Total
	0-14
	15-34
	35-64
	65+

	     Total
	105,506
	45,933
	34,740
	21,038
	3,795
	
	107,008
	43,172
	36,850
	23,065
	3,921

	     Percent
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	Roman Catholic
	52.7
	53.6
	52.4
	51.6
	50.1
	
	52.7
	53.8
	52.1
	51.9
	50.0

	Congregational1
	40.9
	40.7
	40.9
	41.6
	44.4
	
	40.1
	39.4
	40.2
	40.5
	43.6

	Baptist
	1.0
	0.9
	1.0
	1.1
	0.7
	
	0.9
	0.9
	0.8
	1.0
	0.6

	SDA
	0.6
	0.5
	0.6
	0.6
	0.4
	
	0.7
	0.7
	0.8
	0.7
	0.7

	LDS (Mormon)
	1.1
	1.1
	1.1
	1.0
	0.8
	
	1.0
	1.1
	1.0
	1.1
	0.8

	Other Religions
	2.8
	2.4
	2.7
	2.9
	2.8
	
	3.8
	3.4
	4.0
	4.2
	3.6

	Refused/No religion
	1.1
	0.8
	1.3
	1.3
	0.8
	
	0.8
	0.6
	1.0
	0.6
	0.7

	Sources: 1994 FSM Census, Table P39; 2000 FSM Census, Table P3-8.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Note 1: Include other Protestants.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Ethnicity

Table 7.4 shows the ethnicity of FSM residents by state of usual residence in 1994 and 2000.  In the 2000 Census, more than half of the FSM residents were of Chuukese/Mortlockese ethnic background, followed by Pohnpeians, Yapese, Kosraens, and lastly, the Polynesian ethnic group, who mainly stayed in Pohnpei.   The largest non-Micronesian ethnic group was Asians, mostly Chinese and Taiwanese, who work mainly in the fishing or construction industries in Yap and Pohnpei.  Although the number of whites had decreased between the two census , their presence remained visible in the four states, but mostly in Pohnpei, the seat capital of the FSM and  the home of the College of Micronesia-FSM, the top recruiter of skilled American and European college instructors . 

	Table 7.4:  Ethnicity by State, FSM: 1994 and 2000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1994
	
	2000

	Ethnicity
	Total
	Percent
	Yap
	Chuuk
	Pohnpei
	Kosrae
	
	Total
	Percent
	Yap
	Chuuk
	Pohnpei
	Kosrae

	     Total
	105,506
	100.0
	10.6
	50.5
	31.9
	6.9
	
	    107,008 
	100.0
	        10.5 
	        50.1 
	        32.2 
	          7.2 

	Yapese
	5,516
	100.0
	97.5
	0.6
	1.8
	0.1
	
	         5,752 
	100.0
	        95.9 
	          0.4 
	          3.4 
	          0.3 

	Yap Outer Island
	4,849
	100.0
	97.1
	0.8
	2.1
	-
	
	         4,126 
	100.0
	        99.3 
	          0.1 
	          0.6 
	             - 

	Chuukese/Mortlockese
	52,197
	100.0
	0.1
	97.3
	2.5
	-
	
	      52,268 
	100.0
	          0.4 
	        96.2 
	          3.3 
	          0.1 

	Pohnpeian
	25,904
	100.0
	0.1
	0.3
	99.4
	0.3
	
	      25,855 
	100.0
	          0.1 
	          0.2 
	        99.4 
	          0.3 

	Polynesian
	1,582
	100.0
	-
	0.2
	99.7
	0.1
	
	         1,496 
	100.0
	          0.2 
	          0.5 
	        98.7 
	          0.6 

	Kosraean
	6,682
	100.0
	0.2
	0.2
	5.5
	94.1
	
	         7,169 
	100.0
	          - 
	          0.2 
	          3.3 
	        96.5 

	Asian
	1,914
	100.0
	25.9
	26.6
	29.9
	17.7
	
	         1,265 
	100.0
	        42.4 
	          4.3 
	        49.2 
	          4.0 

	White
	537
	100.0
	13.2
	9.7
	66.1
	11.0
	
	            432 
	100.0
	        15.5 
	        12.0 
	        64.8 
	          7.6 

	Others
	6,326
	100.0
	6.9
	28.4
	56.1
	8.6
	
	         8,645 
	100.0
	          9.1 
	        35.5 
	        49.2 
	          6.3 

	Source:  1994 FSM Census, Table B09; 2000 FSM Census, Table P2-9. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 7.5 shows that data in the FSM during 1994 and 2000 Censuses on ethnicity and place of birth usually corresponds. Both censuses show more of the Polynesian group in Pohnpei because of the Nukuoroans and the Kapingamarangians, who are of Polynesian origin, and most likely the descendants of the parents migrated from the outer islands of Pohnpei. The foreign ethnicities like Asian and White were born mostly in U.S. and Asia.  Those born in the FSM were most likely the descendants of those couples who came and bore children in the FSM. The other possibility could be the intermarriages whereby the ethnicity of their children became a foreign one based on the preference of the father’s or the mother’s ethnicity.  The 2000 data showed little change among indigenous people born within FSM. 

	Table 7.5.  Ethnicity by Place of Birth, FSM: 1994 and 2000.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Place of Birth

	Ethnicity
	Total
	Percent
	Yap
	Yap   Outer Is.
	Chuuk
	Pohnpei
	Nukuoro
	Kapinga
	Kosrae
	USA, Guam,

CNMI
	Asia
	Others

	1994
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Total
	    105,506 
	     100.0 
	          5.5 
	          4.5 
	        50.2 
	        29.0 
	          0.4 
	          0.6 
	          6.6 
	          0.9 
	          1.7 
	          0.6 

	Yapese
	         5,515 
	     100.0 
	        97.0 
	          0.9 
	          0.4 
	          0.6 
	             -
	             -
	             - 
	          0.8 
	          0.1 
	          0.2 

	Yap Outer Islands
	         4,849 
	     100.0 
	          4.1 
	        94.1 
	          1.1 
	          0.5 
	             -
	             -
	             -
	          0.3 
	          - 
	          - 

	Chuukese/Mortlockese
	      52,197 
	     100.0 
	          - 
	          - 
	        97.6 
	          2.0 
	             -
	             -
	          - 
	          0.3 
	          - 
	          - 

	Pohnpeian
	      25,904 
	     100.0 
	          0.1 
	          - 
	          0.5 
	        98.4 
	             -
	             -
	          0.2 
	          0.5 
	          0.1 
	          0.3 

	Polynesian
	         1,582 
	     100.0 
	             -
	             -
	          0.1 
	        35.7 
	        25.9 
	        37.6 
	          0.1 
	          0.1 
	             - 
	          0.4 

	Kosraean
	         6,682 
	     100.0 
	          0.1 
	          - 
	          0.1 
	          2.5 
	             -
	             -
	        96.3 
	          0.4 
	          0.1 
	          0.5 

	Asian
	         1,914 
	     100.0 
	          0.9 
	          1.0 
	          1.1 
	          1.6 
	             -
	             -
	          1.3 
	          0.7 
	        93.4 
	          0.1 

	White
	            537 
	     100.0 
	          0.6 
	             -
	          2.0 
	          7.3 
	             -
	             -
	          0.9 
	        67.0 
	          0.6 
	        21.6 

	Others
	         6,326 
	     100.0 
	          3.5 
	          0.8 
	        28.4 
	        50.7 
	          0.2 
	          0.2 
	          7.0 
	          2.9 
	          0.4 
	          5.9 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2000 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Total
	    107,008 
	100.0
	          5.7 
	          4.2 
	        50.5 
	        28.9 
	          0.4 
	          0.6 
	          6.7 
	          1.1 
	          1.2 
	          0.7 

	Yapese
	         5,752 
	100.0
	        96.7 
	          1.3 
	          0.1 
	          0.6 
	          0.1 
	             - 
	          0.2 
	          0.9 
	             - 
	          0.1 

	Yap Outer Islands
	         4,126 
	100.0
	          4.2 
	        94.6 
	          0.4 
	          0.2 
	             - 
	             -
	          - 
	          0.5 
	             - 
	          - 

	Chuukese/Mortlockese
	      52,268 
	100.0
	          - 
	          0.4 
	        97.1 
	          2.2 
	             -
	             - 
	          - 
	          0.3 
	          - 
	          - 

	Pohnpeian
	      25,855 
	100.0
	          0.2 
	          -
	          0.4 
	        97.9 
	          - 
	          0.1 
	          0.2 
	          1.0 
	          - 
	          0.3 

	Polynesian
	         1,496 
	100.0
	          0.1 
	             -
	          0.3 
	        29.9 
	        25.6 
	        42.5 
	          0.3 
	          0.9 
	             - 
	          0.5 

	Kosraean
	         7,169 
	100.0
	          0.1 
	          - 
	          0.1 
	          2.6 
	             - 
	             - 
	        94.4 
	          1.5 
	          0.1 
	          1.2 

	Asian
	         1,265 
	100.0
	          0.6 
	             - 
	          0.6 
	          3.2 
	             - 
	             -
	          0.1 
	          0.6 
	        94.8 
	          0.1 

	White
	            432 
	100.0
	          0.7 
	             - 
	             - 
	          3.9 
	             - 
	             - 
	             - 
	        75.0 
	          0.2 
	        20.1 

	Others
	         8,645 
	100.0
	          3.1 
	          4.0 
	        36.3 
	        43.2 
	          0.7 
	          0.1 
	          4.3 
	          2.8 
	          0.3 
	          5.1 

	Source:  1994 FSM Census, Table P72; 2000 FSM Census, Table P5-8. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Language

Data on language is used to identify the languages (commonly used at homes) spoken at most in the FSM as shown in Table 7.6. Even though English is the medium of instruction and the official language in the FSM, both the 1994 and 2000 Censuses results showed that the indigenous languages of each state remain as the usual spoken language in the homes across the country.  The Polynesian language of Polynesian ethnicity was mostly Nukuoroans and Kapingamarangians, who were living in Pohnpei. 

	Table 7.6.  Languages Spoken at Home by Ethnicity, FSM: 1994 and 2000.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Ethnicity

	Language spoken
	Total
	Percent
	
	Yapese
	Yap   Outer Is.
	Chuuk-ese
	Pohn-peian
	Poly-nesian
	Kosr- aean
	Asian
	White
	Others

	1994 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Persons 5+ yrs
	89,652
	100.0
	
	5.4
	4.8
	46.0
	26.7
	1.6
	7.0
	2.3
	0.5
	5.6

	Yapese
	5,500
	100.0
	
	85.7
	12.6
	0.1
	0.1
	-
	0.2
	0.7
	0.1
	0.6

	Yap Outer Islands
	3,566
	100.0
	
	0.6
	97.9
	0.6
	0.1
	-
	0.1
	0.2
	0.1
	0.4

	Chuukese/Mortlockese
	46,389
	100.0
	
	-
	0.1
	88.4
	1.6
	-
	-
	0.5
	-
	9.4

	Pohnpeian
	23,339
	100.0
	
	0.1
	-
	0.3
	97.7
	0.2
	0.4
	0.2
	0.1
	1.0

	Polynesian
	1,464
	100.0
	
	-
	-
	0.3
	5.3
	93.9
	0.3
	-
	-
	0.2

	Kosraean
	6,242
	100.0
	
	-
	-
	0.1
	1.4
	-
	97.5
	0.1
	-
	0.7

	English
	1,420
	100.0
	
	5.5
	1.8
	10.9
	14.6
	1.7
	3.4
	22.9
	28.2
	11.1

	Japanese
	46
	100.0
	
	-
	-
	2.2
	10.9
	-
	-
	82.6
	-
	4.3

	Filipino
	674
	100.0
	
	0.4
	0.1
	-
	0.6
	-
	0.1
	98.7
	-
	-

	Chinese/Taiwanese
	687
	100.0
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	99.7
	-
	0.3

	Koreans
	6
	100.0
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	83.3
	16.7
	-

	Others
	319
	100.0
	
	4.1
	2.2
	5.0
	6.9
	-
	0.6
	15.0
	9.1
	57.1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Persons 5+ yrs
	      92,225 
	100.0
	
	          5.7 
	          4.2 
	        52.5 
	        26.4 
	          1.5 
	          7.4 
	          1.3 
	          0.5 
	          0.5 

	Yapese
	         5,132 
	100.0
	
	        98.3 
	          0.4 
	          0.2 
	          0.2 
	          - 
	          0.2 
	          0.1 
	          - 
	          0.5 

	Yap Outer Islands
	         4,033 
	100.0
	
	          1.3 
	        94.2 
	          4.2 
	          0.1 
	-  
	          - 
	          - 
	-  
	-

	Chuukese/Mortlockese
	      48,174 
	100.0
	
	          - 
	          - 
	        99.2 
	          0.3 
	          - 
	          0.5 
	          - 
	          - 
	          - 

	Pohnpeian
	      24,321 
	100.0
	
	          0.1 
	          - 
	          1.2 
	        97.8 
	          0.3 
	          0.4 
	          0.1 
	          0.1 
	          0.1 

	Polynesian
	         1,385 
	100.0
	
	-          
	-         
	          0.2 
	          5.2 
	        94.3 
	          0.3 
	-
	-
	-

	Kosraean
	         6,622 
	100.0
	
	          0.3 
	
	          0.3 
	          1.0 
	          - 
	        97.6 
	          0.1 
	          0.1 
	          0.6 

	English
	         1,322 
	100.0
	
	          5.7 
	          2.1 
	          6.8 
	        34.1 
	          1.2 
	          8.5 
	          9.1 
	        25.8 
	          6.6 

	Japanese
	               53 
	100.0
	
	          2.2 
	-  
	          2.2 
	          6.7 
	-
	          7.9 
	        79.8 
	          1.1 
	-  

	Filipino
	            492 
	100.0
	
	-
	-
	-
	          0.2 
	-
	          0.2 
	        99.6 
	-
	-

	Chinese/Taiwanese
	            409 
	100.0
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	     100.0 
	-
	-

	Koreans
	               10 
	100.0
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	     100.0 
	-
	-

	Others
	            272 
	100.0
	
	          3.4 
	          1.0 
	          1.7 
	          5.1 
	-          
	          5.1 
	-           
	          0.7 
	        82.9 

	Source:  1994 FSM Census, Table P57; 2000 FSM Census, Table P4-10.


Table 7.7 shows the languages commonly spoken at home by place of birth during the 1994 and 2000 Censuses.  Most people in the FSM used their native language. Again, Chuukese language was the most common language spoken at home in the FSM.  A few Japanese-speaking persons were born in Chuuk and Pohnpei, who were most likely the offsprings of Japanese migrants. The 2000 Census showed that languages commonly spoken at home by ethnicity remain relatively the same as in 1994. 

	Table 7.7.  Languages Spoken at Home by Place of Birth, FSM: 1994 and 2000. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Place of Birth

	Language spoken
	Total
	Percent
	
	Yap
	Yap   Outer Is.
	Chuuk
	Pohnpei
	Nukuoro
	Kapinga
	Kosrae
	USA, Guam, CNMI
	Asia
	Others

	1994
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Persons 5+ yrs
	89,652
	100.0
	
	5.6
	4.6
	49.8
	28.7
	0.5
	0.6
	6.8
	0.8
	2.0
	0.7

	Yapese
	5,500
	100.0
	
	85.2
	12.7
	0.3
	0.6
	-
	-
	-
	0.5
	0.1
	0.6

	Y. Outer Islands
	3,566
	100.0
	
	3.5
	94.8
	0.8
	0.2
	-
	-
	-
	0.4
	0.1
	0.3

	Chuukese/Mortlockese
	46,389
	100.0
	
	-
	-
	95.3
	4.1
	-
	-
	-
	0.2
	0.3
	0.1

	Pohnpeian
	23,339
	100.0
	
	0.1
	-
	0.8
	97.6
	0.1
	0.1
	0.3
	0.4
	0.2
	0.5

	Polynesian
	1,464
	100.0
	
	0.1
	-
	0.3
	35.2
	26.4
	37.2
	0.3
	0.1
	-
	0.5

	Kosraean
	6,242
	100.0
	
	0.1
	-
	0.2
	3.0
	-
	-
	94.6
	0.4
	0.1
	1.4

	English
	1,420
	100.0
	
	5.6
	1.4
	11.5
	17.8
	1.1
	0.1
	2.2
	29.5
	16.5
	14.3

	Japanese
	46
	100.0
	
	-
	-
	6.5
	13.0
	-
	-
	-
	-
	78.3
	2.2

	Filipino
	674
	100.0
	
	0.9
	0.9
	0.3
	1.6
	-
	-
	0.3
	-
	96.0
	-

	Chinese/Taiwanese
	687
	100.0
	
	-
	-
	0.3
	0.1
	-
	-
	2.9
	-
	96.7
	-

	Koreans
	6
	100.0
	
	-
	-
	-
	16.7
	-
	-
	-
	-
	83.3
	-

	Others
	319
	100.0
	
	11.3
	1.6
	5.0
	9.1
	-
	-
	0.9
	4.4
	14.7
	53.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2000 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Persons 5+ yrs
	   92,225 
	     100.0 
	
	          5.8 
	          4.3 
	        50.6 
	        28.4 
	          0.4 
	          0.6 
	          6.8 
	          1.0 
	          1.3 
	          0.7 

	Yapese
	     5,132 
	     100.0 
	
	        96.1 
	          1.2 
	          0.2 
	          0.5 
	      -   
	      -   
	          0.2 
	          1.1 
	          0.1 
	          0.6 

	Y. Outer Islands
	     4,033 
	     100.0 
	
	          3.7 
	        94.8 
	          0.7 
	          0.2 
	          0.0 
	        -  
	          0.1 
	          0.3 
	          -   
	          - 

	Chuukese/Mortlockese
	   48,174 
	     100.0 
	
	          - 
	          - 
	        96.1 
	          3.5 
	        -  
	        -  
	        -  
	          0.2 
	        -  
	          - 

	Pohnpeian
	   24,321 
	     100.0 
	
	          0.2 
	          - 
	          0.8 
	        96.7 
	          0.1 
	          0.1 
	          0.4 
	          0.9 
	          0.2 
	          0.5 

	Polynesian
	     1,385 
	     100.0 
	
	          0.1 
	        -   
	          0.2 
	        30.3 
	        26.9 
	        41.4 
	          0.3 
	          0.4 
	          -   
	          0.4 

	Kosraean
	     6,622 
	     100.0 
	
	          0.2 
	          - 
	          0.3 
	          4.0 
	          0.1 
	         - 
	        91.8 
	          1.1 
	          0.2 
	          2.3 

	English
	     1,322 
	     100.0 
	
	        9.7 
	          2.3 
	        12.2 
	        16.3 
	          0.4 
	           -   
	          5.2 
	        30.2 
	        10.9 
	        12.9 

	Japanese
	           53 
	     100.0 
	
	          1.9 
	-              
	        12.2 
	          5.7 
	           -   
	         -   
	  -   
	          5.7 
	        84.9 
	          - 

	Filipino
	         492 
	     100.0 
	
	          - 
	          - 
	          1.9 
	          2.6 
	-             
	   -  
	          - 
	-    
	        97.2 
	-             

	Chinese/Taiwanese
	         409 
	     100.0 
	
	        - 
	-           
	        0.2 
	          - 
	-
	-
	-
	-
	        99.8 
	-

	Koreans
	           10 
	     100.0 
	
	-              
	-              
	        -  
	        - 
	-            
	-            
	-             
	-             
	       100.0 
	-              

	Others
	         272 
	     100.0 
	
	        12.5 
	          1.1 
	          1.5 
	        4.4 
	-              
	-              
	          0.7 
	          2.9 
	         19.5 
	        57.4 

	Source:  1994FSM Census, Table P74; 2000 FSM Census, Table P5-10. 


Table 7.8 shows the frequency of English usage in the FSM.  The general pattern of English language usage remained about the same during the two censuses.  English was mostly used as a second language.  In 2000, Yap still had the highest proportion (63 percent) of person speaking English. Nationwide, over 3 percent reported English as their first language and 83 percent reported English as their second language. The high frequency of English as the second language reflects the fact that English has been the most important common language used throughout the nation. 

	Table 7.8. Frequency of English Use by State, FSM: 1994 and 2000. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Percent spoke English 

	
	1994
	
	2000

	State
	Persons  5 years       and over
	Total
	Per-cent
	Total

%
	Eng-lish 

only
	1st    lang-uage
	2nd    lang-uage
	3rd   lang-

uage
	 
	Persons    5 year and over
	Total
	Per-

cent
	Total

%
	English only
	1st    lang-uage
	2nd    lang-uage
	3rd    lang-uage

	     Total
	89,652
	41,856
	46.7
	
	  100.0 
	   1.7 
	   7.1 
	    82.3 
	       8.9 
	
	92,225
	43,688
	47.4
	
	100.0
	0.7
	3.9
	83.2
	12.9

	Yap
	9,702
	5,960
	61.4
	
	  100.0 
	   0.7 
	   3.2 
	    92.1 
	       4.0 
	
	9,869
	6,238
	63.2
	
	100.0
	1.1
	4.5
	90.0
	5.5

	Chuuk
	44,879
	18,504
	41.2
	
	  100.0 
	   1.9 
	   9.6 
	    87.6 
	       0.9 
	
	46,248
	18,327
	39.6
	
	100.0
	0.2
	0.8
	90.6
	8.6

	Pohnpei
	28,676
	13,733
	47.9
	
	  100.0 
	   2.0 
	   7.1 
	    68.0 
	    22.9 
	
	29,448
	14,963
	50.8
	
	100.0
	1.3
	7.5
	69.4
	23.1

	Kosrae
	6,395
	3,659
	57.2
	
	  100.0 
	   1.0 
	   1.5 
	    93.0 
	       4.5 
	
	6,660
	4,158
	62.4
	
	100.0
	0.5
	3.9
	90.0
	6.1

	Source:  1994FSM Census, Table P74; 2000 FSM Census, Table P5-10. 


Table 7.9 presents English speakers at home by state and age group.  For the FSM, only about 2 percent of the population used English as their common language at home.  The highest number was in age group 35 to 39 years but the highest proportion was in age group 50 to 54 years.  This could be the age group of the White families living in Micronesia as well as those intermarriage couples and their families using English as their main language.  

The 2000 Census showed that the highest percentages of English speakers (65 percent) were in Pohnpei.  The number of English speakers was highest among the younger generation from ages 5 to 24, which also indicates that English was commonly used both inside and outside of the classroom.  

	Table 7.9.  English Speakers at Home by Age Group, FSM: 1994 and 2000
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Percent spoke English

	Age groups
	Persons 5   years and over
	Total English speakers          at home
	Percent speak only
	Total %
	Yap
	Chuuk
	Pohnpei
	Kosrae

	1994 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Total
	89,652
	1,420
	
	1.6
	100.0
	14.0
	23.2
	58.1
	4.6

	5 to 9 years
	15,330
	142
	
	0.9
	100.0
	16.9
	19.7
	57.7
	5.6

	10 to 14 years
	14,749
	139
	
	0.9
	100.0
	19.4
	19.4
	59.0
	2.2

	15 to 19 years
	12,251
	114
	
	0.9
	100.0
	9.6
	24.6
	64.9
	0.9

	20 to 24 years
	8,828
	131
	
	1.5
	100.0
	13.0
	25.2
	54.2
	7.6

	25 to 29 years
	7,063
	135
	
	1.9
	100.0
	15.6
	20.7
	57.8
	5.9

	30 to 34 years
	6,598
	163
	
	2.5
	100.0
	12.9
	35.0
	46.0
	6.1

	35 to 39 years
	6,079
	169
	
	2.8
	100.0
	10.7
	20.7
	62.7
	5.9

	40 to 44 years
	5,071
	141
	
	2.8
	100.0
	18.4
	22.7
	55.3
	3.5

	45 to 49 years
	3,579
	103
	
	2.9
	100.0
	11.7
	19.4
	63.1
	5.8

	50 to 54 years
	2,219
	66
	
	                 3.0 
	100.0
	18.2
	16.7
	63.6
	1.5

	55 to 59 years
	2,105
	56
	
	2.7
	100.0
	10.7
	23.2
	60.7
	5.4

	60 to 64 years
	1,985
	37
	
	1.9
	100.0
	5.4
	21.6
	70.3
	2.7

	65 years & over
	3,795
	24
	
	0.6
	100.0
	8.3
	41.7
	50.0
	0.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2000 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Total
	92,225
	1,322
	
	1.4
	            100.0 
	               21.2 
	                 9.4 
	               65.1 
	                 4.3 

	5 to 9 years
	14,169
	126
	
	0.9
	            100.0 
	               22.2 
	                 5.6 
	               65.1 
	                 7.1 

	10 to 14 years
	14,220
	107
	
	0.8
	            100.0 
	               25.2 
	                 8.4 
	               61.7 
	                 4.7 

	15 to 19 years
	13,237
	167
	
	1.3
	            100.0 
	               13.8 
	                 8.4 
	               77.2 
	                 0.6 

	20 to 24 years
	9,525
	197
	
	2.1
	            100.0 
	               12.2 
	               10.2 
	               77.2 
	                 0.5 

	25 to 29 years
	7,603
	97
	
	1.3
	            100.0 
	               33.0 
	               13.4 
	               49.5 
	                 4.1 

	30 to 34 years
	6,489
	125
	
	1.9
	            100.0 
	               20.8 
	               15.2 
	               56.8 
	                 7.2 

	35 to 39 years
	6,015
	118
	
	                 2.0 
	            100.0 
	               22.9 
	               13.6 
	               58.5 
	                 5.1 

	40 to 44 years
	5,559
	102
	
	1.8
	            100.0 
	               22.5 
	                 7.8 
	               63.7 
	                 5.9 

	45 to 49 years
	4,647
	81
	
	1.7
	            100.0 
	               32.1 
	                 1.2 
	               61.7 
	                 4.9 

	50 to 54 years
	3,209
	70
	
	2.2
	            100.0 
	               22.9 
	                 1.4 
	               70.0 
	                 5.7 

	55 to 59 years
	1,898
	59
	
	3.1
	            100.0 
	               28.8 
	               15.3 
	               50.8 
	                 5.1 

	60 to 64 years
	1,733
	31
	
	1.8
	            100.0 
	               19.4 
	                 6.5 
	               67.7 
	                 6.5 

	65 years & over
	3,921
	42
	
	1.1
	            100.0 
	               11.9 
	               11.9 
	               69.0 
	                 7.1 

	Source: 1994 FSM Census, Table 40; 2000 FSM Census, Table P8-9.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Conclusion 

Most persons enumerated in 1994 and 2000 had a religion. The results of the 1973, 1994 and 2000 censuses showed that Roman Catholic and Protestant remained the two major religions in the FSM. Roman Catholics outnumbered the Protestants throughout the FSM except in the State of Kosrae. 

The distribution of ethnicity closely followed the distribution of population.  Chuukese or the common ethnic group for Chuuk State was the largest followed by Pohnpeian, Yapese, and then Kosraean. Other than these local groups, there were foreign ethnic groups such as Asians and Whites although their number had reduced since 1994. The Asians were the largest non-FSM ethnic group and were mostly fishermen working for the locally based fishing company and the Whites were those Americans, Australians, Europeans, and the New Zealanders working or married in FSM.  

Language patterns in the FSM were similar to ethnicities and their distribution also followed the population distribution. The highest proportion of the population used Chuukese language. English has been used as the common language in the FSM.  Pohnpei had the highest proportion of those who spoke English at home possibly, because it is the capital of the FSM and it is where the only college in the FSM is located.  Over 80 percent of the FSM population used English as their second language. 
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